Till We Have Faces Reading Questions

Answer the following questions in complete sentences using textual evidence. Your responses should be extensive and reflect a careful reading of the chapters.

Chapters 11

1. Find at least three quotes that serve as evidence of the intensely possessive nature of Orual’s love for Psyche.

2. What internal struggle is does Orual think she’s enduring? What is she really fighting against?

3. In the original myth, we know what Psyche sees is real. In the novel, Orual doesn’t see this, and we don’t know if it’s real or not. What is the effect of this ambiguity? List evidence from the novel that what Psyche sees is real AND what Psyche sees cannot be real.

4. Why does the possibility that Psyche is “mad”/insane comfort Orual?

Chapter 12

1. Provide evidence of Orual’s perception of her own femininity.
2. Orual has a moment when she sees what Psyche sees. At what moment does it vanish from her sight? Why?

3. Compare and contrast Bardia’s and Orual’s views on the gods. What opinions do they share? What opinions are different?

4. Near the end of the chapter, Orual doubts her impulse to “save” Psyche. What thoughts create this doubt? What does she mean when she later says, “My heart did not conquer me” (138)? How does she rationalize her doubt away? 

Chapter 13

1. At the start of this chapter, Orual is in a vulnerable position, seeking answers. What answers does the Fox give her? What does his advice depend on? In what ways does this make him a limited advisor?

2. In what ways does Orual reveal herself to be like her father?

3. Orual sees the world as distinctly divided (with her or against her). Find quotes from the chapter that support this idea.

Chapter 14

1. Contrast Orual’s and Psyche’s opposing views of love. Provide evidence of each woman’s perspective. Which do you think possess a truer understanding of love?

2. Consider the opposition between Orual’s need for proof and Psyche’s absolute faith. What do you think is the author’s purpose for doing this?

Chapter 15

1. On page 173, what does Orual feel that the god is accusing her of? 

2. In spite of everything that Orual has learned about the gods, what continues to be her focus? How does she make herself a victim? 

