The Stranger Essay Prompt

Topic: Develop a thesis from one of the motifs listed below. 

· How does Camus develop the novel’s message about the meaning of life?
· How does Camus contrast the physical and emotional worlds to develop a theme?

· How does Camus use character foils to develop characterization or theme?

· What is the role of death in the novel and how is it used to develop a theme?

Using the one question above, develop a clear thesis, stating the purpose and establishing the tone and direction of the essay.  Prove the thesis in the body paragraphs.  Each body paragraph should begin with a topic sentence and provide supporting details.  Include textual support, both direct and indirect with citations, in each body paragraph. Include a works cited page.
A 

· Consistent clarity of ideas; establishes and maintains focus throughout.

· Paper is organized in a logical fashion that helps to support the theme.

· Correctly and effectively uses in text citations to support focus of the thesis.

· Uses quotes and paraphrases from text effectively to support an idea

· Appropriately structured with an introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion; organization allows for a logical flow of ideas

· Thesis statement establishes clear purpose and sets tone effectively

· Topic sentences set tone for paragraph and helps to maintain focus and support for the thesis.

· Analyzes the significance of the identified elements and how they help to develop the theme.

· MLA format is correctly used; first page is correctly formatted

· Correctly formatted MLA works cited page.

· Correct use of the English language and sentence structure (spelling, mechanics, punctuation, elevated vocabulary, subject verb agreement, written in present tense, variety of sentences used.)

· No factual errors (this applies to research and to novels).

B             Paper lacks one of the above elements or one or more of the above elements are 

insufficient.

C              Paper lacks two of the above elements or two or more of the above elements are 

insufficient.

D            Paper lacks three of the above elements or three or more of the above elements are 

insufficient.

F            Paper lacks four of the above elements or four or more of the above elements are 

insufficient.

To prepare yourself to write a literary analysis, you will complete the following activities while reading:

1. Annotate the text to demonstrate close reading and evaluation of character development and motivation, theme development, and use of archetypes.
2. Complete a dialectical journal in which you identify significant quotes and provide an analysis.
3. Use the following questions to guide your reading.  Annotate for evidence of specific philosophies and respond to questions in discussion groups and in your notes.

The following questions are a guide for discussion and annotation.  They can help you to understand the novel as well as to develop ideas and find evidence for your essay.

Annotation:

Philosophies to be found in The Stranger (paraphrased from Merriam-Webster):

· Existentialism: universe is unfathomable; individuals must assume responsibility without knowing right or  

   wrong

· Absurdism: universe is irrational and meaningless; search for order brings individual in conflict with     

  universe

· Determinism: occurrences are determined by proceeding events; predestined

· Nihilism: existence is senseless and useless; no such thing as moral truths

· Naturalisim: scientific laws can explain everything; act based on natural desires

· Stoicism: individuals should be passionless, unmoved by joy or grief, and submissive to natural law

As you read, annotate for evidence of these philosophies in the text.

Guiding Questions:
Part I
Chapter 1

1. What conclusions do you draw about the narrator based on the 1st page?

2. What is the effect of the sentence structure in developing the characterization of Meursault ?

3. Why didn’t the narrator visit his mother much after she was placed in a home? What 

     does this say about his character?

4. Contrast other people’s reaction to Maman’s death to that of Meursault’s

5. Examine the narrator’s behavior during the overnight observance. What strikes you as 

    peculiar? Give specific references.

6. What stands out to you in the funeral procession, especially at the end of the chapter?

7. What is the effect of repeated words or phrases in the chapter?
Chapter 2

1.  What seems to make Meursault uncomfortable? Give textual evidence to support your answer.

2. Describe how Meursault spend his day following his mother’s funeral?  What does this tell us about his characterization?
3.  Evaluate Meursault’s perception of Marie.  How is it different from how he describes other people or situations? 

Chapter 3

1. Evaluate the relationship between Old Salamano and his dog?  Why does Meursault spend so much time observing this relationship?
2. Evaluate Raymond and his women.  Why does Meursault spend so much time observing this relationship?
3. Compare and contrast Raymond and Meursault’s view of the physical abuse in this chapter.  What does this say about each character?  Use textual evidence to support your thoughts. 

Chapter 4

1. How do you see Meursault acting on instinct instead of emotion? Cite two specific examples.
2. What are Meursault’s thoughts about love?

3. What happens between Raymond and his “girlfriend”?

4. Based on the cop’s reaction to Raymond’s abuse, what can be inferred about the relationship between men and women?

5. Compare and contrast Marie and Meursault react to this? What does this tell us about the characters?
6. Discuss the interaction between Meursault and Salamano concerning his run away dog.
Chapter 5

1. What philosophy of life does Meursault adopt at the beginning of the chapter? How 

     have you seen him live out his philosophy?

2. Describe the “strange little woman” at Celeste’s. What key words paint a picture of 

    her character? Explain how her life philosophy may or may not differ from Meursault’s?

3.  Evaluate the conversation about marriage that Marie and Meursault have.  How does it reinforce his philosophy on 
     life?

Chapter 6

1. What foreshadowing occurs at the beginning of the chapter?

2. What happens during the first exchange with the Arabs?

3. What do you observe about Meursault during the 2nd exchange with the Arabs?

4. Examine the killing of the Arab. Did Meursault intend to kill him? Why does he kill 

    him?

Part II

Chapter 1

1. Describe Meursault’s attitude upon his arrest and subsequent questioning. How does 

     this tie into or support his view of life?

2. What is significant about the argument between the magistrate and Meursault?

3. Why is Meursault referred to as the “Antichrist”?

Chapter 2

1. Why is it so easy for Meursault to accept his environment? (p.76-77)

Chapter 3

1. What parallelism is there between the day that the Arab was shot and Meursault’s 

    first day at court?

2. On p. 90 we see some signs of emotion from Meursault. What causes them?

Chapter 4

1. How does this court case reflect Meursault’s philosophy of life? (p.98-100)

Chapter 5

1. Note the 1st 2 sentences of the chapter. What is symbolic there?

2. What example(s) of irony can you find on p.111?

3. What is Meursault’s view of death? (p.114)

4. What thoughts does Meursault express when he “snaps” and attacks the chaplain?

