Paradise Lost

BOOK 1

THE ARGUMENT

This is the second stanza of “Book 1”.  Prior to this, Milton proposes “man’s disobedience” and why Paradise was lost to man.  He describes in his first stanza his purpose for writing is to… “ assert Eternal Providence
And justify the ways of God to men.”  In the next stanza, excerpted below, Milton touches on the prime purpose of the fall of Satan; who revolts from God and is driven out of heaven into hell taking with him one third of the angles as his followers.

Excerpted from the second stanza:
Say first, for Heav'n hides nothing from thy view
Nor the deep Tract of Hell, say first what cause
Mov'd our Grand Parents in that happy State,
Favour'd of Heav'n so highly, to fall off             [30]
From thir Creator, and transgress his Will
For one restraint, Lords of the World besides?
Who first seduc'd them to that foul revolt?
Th' infernal Serpent; he it was, whose guile
Stird up with Envy and Revenge, deceiv'd          [35]
The Mother of Mankind, what time his Pride
Had cast him out from Heav'n, with all his Host
Of Rebel Angels, by whose aid aspiring
To set himself in Glory above his Peers,
He trusted to have equal'd the most High,           [40]
If he oppos'd; and with ambitious aim
Against the Throne and Monarchy of God
Rais'd impious War in Heav'n and Battel proud
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power
Hurld headlong flaming from th' Ethereal Skie  [45]
With hideous ruine and combustion down
To bottomless perdition, there to dwell
In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire,
Who durst defie th' Omnipotent to Arms.
Answer the following questions:

1.  Which allusions can you find in this excerpt?  Highlight them and tell what they are allusions for.
2. Which epithets can you find?  Highlight them in a different color than the allusions. Explain what the epithet is describing.
3. Who is the “his” referring to in line36?  How do you know this?

4. What caused “him” to fall? Relate this to previous reading and texts.

Constructed Response:  Answer in no more than 4 sentences. Make sure to use textual evidence to support your response.
1.  How does Milton’s reference to Satan’s fall parallel the fall of man in Judeo-Christian culture and the ancient Greeks?  Which line of the poem best supports your response?

