Paradise Lost recounts the Fall of Satan and much later the Fall of Man.  In both stories, Satan and man aspire to knowledge and power that belongs only to God.  As a result, each suffers a terrible fall.  In this excerpt, Milton prologues his epic poem and states his purpose in writing it, which is to “justify the ways of God to men.” 

    From Paradise Lost, Book I by John Milton (1608-1674)
Of Man’s first
disobedience, and the fruit
Of that forbidden tree whose mortal taste
Brought death into the world and all our woe,
With loss of Eden, till one greater Man
Restore us and regain the blissful seat,
Sing, Heav’nly Muse, that on the secret top
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire
That shepherd who first taught the chosen seed
In the beginning how the heav’ns and earth
Rose out of Chaos; or if Sion hill
Delight thee more, and Siloa’s brook that flow’d
Fast by the oracle of God, I thence
Invoke thy aid to my advent’rous song,
That with no middle flight intends to soar
Above th’ Aonian mount, while it pursues
Things unattempted yet in prose or rhyme.
And chiefly thou, O Spirit, that dost prefer
Before all temples th’ upright heart and pure,
Instruct me, for thou know’st; thou from the first
Wast present, and, with mighty wings outspread,
Dove-like sat’st brooding on the vast Abyss
And mad’st it pregnant: what in me is dark
Illumine, what is low raise and support,
That to the highth of this great argument
I may assert Eternal Providence
And justify the ways of God to men.

1. The word mortal, as used in line 3, means

a. Worldly

b. Deadly

c. Extreme

d. Human

2. Which of the following synonyms best matches the meaning of the word brooding as used in line 22?
a. Children

b. Musing

c. Gloomy

d. Threatening
3. Which of the following synonyms best match the meaning of the word invoke as used in line 14?
a. Hear

b. Silence
c. Scream

d. Summon
4. Which of the following is an example of inversion; the reversal of a normal order of words?
a. what in me is dark
Illumine,
b. That to the highth of this great argument
I may assert Eternal Providence

c. Of Man’s first
disobedience, and the fruit

d. Sing, Heav’nly Muse, that on the secret top
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire

5. Which of the following is an example of an allusion
a. Before all temples th’ upright heart and pure,
Instruct me, for thou know’st; thou from the first
Wast present

b. And chiefly thou, O Spirit, that dost prefer
Before all temples th’ upright heart and pure

c. Sing, Heav’nly Muse, that on the secret top
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire

d. Fast by the oracle of God, I thence
Invoke thy aid to my advent’rous song

6. Which of the following is an example of an apostrophe?

a. Of Man’s first
disobedience,

b. That to the highth of this great argument
I may assert Eternal Providence

c. That shepherd who first taught the chosen seed
In the beginning how the heav’ns and earth

d. O Spirit, that dost prefer
Before all temples th’ upright heart and pure


7. What event do lines 5-6 foreshadow? 

a. The death of Adam

b. The Immaculate Conception

c. The death of Christ as redemption for man

d. The Judeo-Christian creation 

Short Responses: Answer the questions in no more than four lines.  Use examples from the text to support your answer.
8. How does Milton’s reference to God’s creation of the universe parallel the creation accounts of the ancient Egyptians and the ancient Greeks?  Which line of the poem best supports your response?

9. Based on the passage from Milton and on your reading of the Judeo-Christian account of the fall of man, how might Milton believe “the ways of God to men” are justifiable?

