The Red Tent
This novel has been described as a midrash, an interpretation of a holy text.  A midrash addresses and expands upon events and characters that may be briefly mentioned in a holy text.  The Red Tent is the story of Dinah, possibly the only daughter of Jacob, who had twelve sons.  His sons are discussed at length in the Old and New Testaments, as they later became the leaders of the twelve tribes of Israel.  Very little is mentioned in scripture about Dinah, and Diamant’s story gives an account of her life and the lives of her mothers, the wives of Jacob.
Question to answer after reading:

How does hearing things from Dinah’s perspective influence your perception of the events of the story of Rachel and Leah? Answer in at least one paragraph citing evidence from both texts.

Application Activity:

After reading the excerpt of the story of Jacob from the Hebrew bible and the Prologue from The Red Tent, your task is to write your own midrash based on any of the mythological and biblical stories you have read.  Fill in the blanks: who or what was mentioned upon which you think you could expand and tell a story?  You must accurately reflect the original mythological or biblical story.  Be sure to identify the original story.  This assignment should be between ¾ and one page long.  Be aware of grammar conventions, especially complete sentences, subject-verb agreement, and the avoidance of run-ons and comma splices.  

