

Cry, the Beloved Country
Literary Allusions 

Part I (Individual)
Research each of the following and write a brief explanation of each character/person or event.

· David and Absalom
· Find an online summary of this biblical story.
· What is the initial relationship between the two? How does this relationship change?
· How do Absalom’s choices impact him and David?
· James, the brother of Jesus
· What was his response to Jesus’ ministry during Jesus’ lifetime?
· What was his role in the early church after Jesus’ death?
· John the Baptist
· Explain why he was known as the “voice crying in the wilderness”?
· What ultimately happened to him as a result of that “voice”?
· St. Stephen
· Who was he?
· What did he do?
· What was his fate?
· Theophilus
· What does this name mean?
· King Arthur
· What was Camelot? What ideals was Camelot founded on?
· What was the purpose of the Round Table?

Part II (Individual)
While reading the novel, return to each of these allusions and explain how it is used in the text and to what purpose or effect.

IMPORTANT: Create some kind of 2-column tracker or other organizer to help you align the allusions with how they are used in the novel. This will help you with your writing later.











Part III: Literary Analysis (Individual/Group)

Individual: Each person chooses one of the allusions. Using textual evidence from the novel, write a paragraph that explains how that allusion is used for a specific effect in the novel. Your paragraph must include a topic sentence that sets the focus of the paragraph and addresses the allusion chosen. The paragraph should include at LEAST two instances of specific textual support (quote or BRIEF summary of event/situation). The paragraph should end with a closing sentence that reinforces the main idea without simply repeating the topic sentence.



Group: As a group, take your various paragraphs and use them to create ONE literary analysis essay.  To begin with, READ EACH OTHER’S PARAGRAPHS. Evaluate each group member’s analysis, organization, and mechanics. You should each be prepared to adjust topic and concluding sentences to make the combined paragraphs flow and maintain the integrity of the overall analysis as well as support the overall thesis you will develop. Work together to create an introductory paragraph that provides background and sets the tone and direction of the paper, as well as a focused, specific thesis statement presenting the central argument. You must have a conclusion paragraph that sums up your points and makes a global statement (in other words, why does any of what you wrote, and what Paton wrote, matter?)  
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