Excerpt from Cry the Beloved Country:
He stopped in the street and spoke quietly and earnestly to his companion. Because the white man has power, we too want power, he said. But when the black man gets power, gets money, he is a great man if he is not corrupted. I have seen it often. He seeks power and money to put right what is wrong, but when he gets them, why, he enjoys the power and the money. Now he can gratify his lusts, now he can arrange ways to get the white man’s liquor, he can speak to thousands and hear them clap their hands. Some of us think that when we have power we will revenge ourselves on the white man who has had power and because our desire is corrupt, we are corrupted, the and power has no heart in it. But most white men do not know this truth about power, and they are afraid lest we get it.
He stood as though he was testing his exposition. Yes, that is right about power, he said. But there is only one thing that has power completely, and that is love. Because when a man loves, he seeks no power and therefore he has power. I see only one hope for our country and that is when white men, and black men, desiring neither power nor money, but desiring only the good of their country, come together to work for it.
He was grave and silent, and then he said somberly, I have one great fear in my heart, that one day that when they are turned to loving that we will find that we are turned to hating.

What is the theme of the passage above?


Highlight/underline textual evidence that supports this theme.
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